Orienting the Map - matching the orientation of the map to the features on the ground. This is one of the fundamental skills in orienteering, and leads to successful navigation. The map can be oriented either by comparing the map directly with the terrain or by using a compass to orient to north.

Orient your map to the terrain - Do this by rotating the map until the features of the landscape are in alignment with the representation of them on the map. For example, if you are looking toward the river, with a small tributary entering the river on the other side, your map should be oriented so that the small stream and the river are located at the top of the page. Turn the map until all of the features line up and you are able to locate your position relative to the landscape.

Orient your compass to the map -  Place the compass baseplate anywhere on the map. While holding the compass on the map with your thumb and forefinger turn your body so that the red end of the magnetic needle is parallel to a magnetic blue or black line on the map. Make sure that you have the needle pointing to magnetic North on the map (the top margin of the map). If you're looking South and you want to orient the map to your view then the map will be upside down.
