April Board Meeting Agenda

April 23, 2009, Thursday

Terry’s & Eric’s House

7 pm

 

In attendance: Harvey Freidman, Jim Siscel, Jana Dvorak, Debbie Newell, Eric Bone, Patrick Nuss, Sally Dow, Bob Forgrave

1. Call to Order 7:07

2. Approval of March Minutes approved as submitted

3. Treasurer's Report Don A Checking $20,774, Savings $5,516, CD's  $15,000 plus accrued interest.

a. Audit Sally emailed Robert Miller and got no answer. She has called and emailed Katie Spruegel (only Wed evening, so not surprised to no answer yet.) Harvey suggested Anne York and Glenn Rogers.

4. In-Box:  Harvey Non-profit corporation annual report = 501(c)(3) renewal papers due May 31. There was also a BAOC flyer and some junk

5. Active Issues

a. Mapping

i. Evergreen State College -- Bob and Jim visited last Monday and talked with CLUC = college land use committee, Two people were very concerned about impact on the land beyond what is already happening by students and public. We are asking for one meet per year, or if two meets, then skipping a year. We have said that we can do off limits. One person asked if we had looked at Capitol Forest, Jim told him that it is too steep for Orienteers. Also that in the winter there is snow on top (the one flat area). They were concerned about insurance, Jim told them that we have insurance. The other person wanted to talk with other faculty as to effect. When Jim got back he called Dick Hopkins at GRCC. Jim asked if Dick would be a reference for us, the answer was very yes. Jim called Mo at St, Edwards for him to also be a reference. (yes) We've used St. Edward for 30 years once or twice a year. Jim sent this to the guys at Evergreen as well as the environmental write up from Bob and a copy of our insurance.

ii. Fort Lewis -- Jim was optimistic, but now he isn't. Jim called Rick (Rick was directed to him via Scott. Scott was the one who thought it sounded like a good idea.) Jim talked with one Rick last time, but got to a different Rick this time. This one brought up the issue of children running through the woods again. Jim called Scott back and asked if a face to face would be worth anything. Scott said yes. Jim called back. child services, and both Ricks. But the higher up Rick wasn't helpful and is gone for awhile. Jim found this a distinct contrast to the director's notes from West point. Harvey suggested that we take a copy of the article from ONA by the Campbells. Sally will find it and copy it for Jim to share with Ft Lewis (done as of 4/24/09).

iii. Upgrade OCAD -- enough input, we don't want to upgrade. Key point, we can't put it on more than two computers ever and it is hard to uninstall it once it is on the computer. The advantages don't seem to be worth it.

iv. Paying for mapping of local parks -- what is the course policy going to be? From last month's notes: "The course setter could just take it upon themselves to fix it. Another idea is that whenever the scheduled is proposed, some one goes to the park and checks it out for the state of the park. Then do who does the work? Mapping coordinator needs to have some spending authority. For new maps the board decides go or no go on making the map. For updating the map, the mapping coordinator should have (example) $150 discretionary funds." For the WIOL season Jim is willing to do that (take the map and circle the sections that need some work.) The other maps that we have before then…. NOD, Woodland Park has a new fence on east slope of the hill -- Patrick has seen it. For the parks that we don't use very often we should check them out ahead of time. Jim is working on the WIOL maps now. Then as we set the maps for Ultimate we would need to check them. Think of the COC seasons as trimesters. Policy for each of the 3 seasons, once it is scheduled, we will try to find people to go out to the map and see if it needs upgrading, If it does have the job coordinated by the mapping coordinator $ okay. Unless it is major, at which point It should go before the board. What is the boundary between small mapping and major mapping? At the discretion of the mapping coordinator.

b. A-Meets

i. PNWOF-2009—Sally 

1. Duane Adams and pre-registration window, okay by board to extend the pre-registration price to him (and his two vans of kids).

2. CDs with the map that they ran on (as awards)

3. Get another deep cycle battery by PNWOF (motion & seconded, ~$200 all In favor) current battery wires needs attention

4. Sally proposes having the Salmon la Sac finishes just be a manned station at the finish punch, and then inform people that they need to return to the Sno- Park (or trail head?) for the download. This will make the rangers happy that we aren't congregating at the finish (when the finish is in the woods.) I think it will only be the middle Distance that will need this, depending on where the long courses end. (and white and yellow of the long course days)

ii. A-Meet 2010—In conjunction with North American Orienteering, Championships, Sprint, Middle and Long—Location, Survey Crew Report. -- Patrick -- April 4th, Potholes, Crabby Goose (BLM NW of Sprague) Escure ranch SW of Ritzville (Gigantic, better for a Rogaine) EWOC already has some plans going there and it isn't very Middle distance friendly. Hercules ranch kn Sprague has parking (see at bottom of these minutes for Mike's report) Jim's response to the crew, distance issues. 3 plus hours to Crabby Goose. Jim doesn’t think we will ever get our $ out of Crabby Goose, It's too far away. Potholes is closer. Eric says that we have a verbal okay from the land permission, Including fish and wildlife. The F&WL person mentioned the spillway, which is farther into the red zone. There is space to park, one large tree. (so we could winch our way out of the parking.) The advantage of Crabby Goose is that we wouldn't ever have to re-map. Potholes is the most unique, but has the drawback of dust (ORVs) and water levels (reservoir fluctuation). But before we do anything more, get written permission and find out what the daily/head count costs are for all locations. Patrick and Mike would both really love to run at Crabby Goose. What is the drop dead decision? If we map one, it doesn't preclude mapping or not mapping the other at some later date. We could do a two-day Cle Elum and Potholes meet, probably couldn't do a Crabby Goose - Cle Elum weekend meet. How far are these from EWOC terrain? Could we do a joint endeavor with EWOC? Debbie moves that we use Potholes for 2010, Jana second it. All were in favor. We could use the current USGS for Crabby Goose as the contours are good. Jim entertained a motion that COC pay for the mileage, we pay Patrick and he can distribute the $ to the others for what they chipped in. Debbie motioned, Bob seconded, all approve. Patrick will bill Don, Patrick will repay Mike and Don. 

iii. Potholes Permission Patrick and Eric will put together a map including the red, blue and yellow zones and draw a line where they want the land and Kathy can get permission

iv. Mapping for 2010 Meets -- Eric -- Leif Is interested in doing some mapping this summer. In terms of how to make it all work, Eric doesn't think EWOC has the where with all to do two days of A meet. We would do Saturday at Potholes, Sunday at Fishtrap (we would help map), Monday a sprint at Camp Sekani (in Spokane). We would do Sat and Sun and EWOC do Monday. North American Championships are the next weekend. Eric's guess at $ is $11K for Fishtrap and $4K for Sekani, Pat Kelly will get photos, base map of Fish trap 12 square Km (we are waiting for estimate numbers from Pat), we would get the proceeds from the events in 2010, Eric is guessing 300-500 people. Why are we mapping Fishtrap if it is already mapped? The plan would be to use Hercules ranch = Fishtrap South, which is next to the current Fishtrap map. Question of why we do the map and then give it to EWOC? Eric and Jim think we will recoup costs, and we have more to gain by EWOC having the map and holding meets. In the future they would own the map. Getting this mapped would be for the long course in 2010. Eric has been in constant contact with people in EWOC about this. EWOC will get a grant from USOF for helping to host the convention, which will help offset the costs of Camp Sekani. Eric -- Once we get the photo info back from Pat and the permissions, what next? Eric proposed to EWOC we would come up with $4000 to cover flight and basemap (out of $11K needed) to map Fishtrap South. $2000 for Potholes for the same. Potholes and Fishtrap South would be done on the same flight.  (Motion -- Eric we contribute $4000 to the mapping of Fishtrap South with the understanding that we will collect the proceeds from the event June 27, 2010. Patrick seconded, all in favor. Next Motion Eric funding for Potholes $3000 for field work, $200/km for Ivar base map….$5000 for all, including the flying. (Eric hopes that the photos will come in under $1500) $6000 max. Debbie moves that we allocate $6000 to build a map of Potholes, Eric second, all approve.

v. If we are going to move forward with this and put a bid together. Eric will email Randy to get this on the rumor list. Sally will submit the bid (note, we need a few more details before we can submit the bid). Eric will work with EWOC and make the "US championships" and have the middle, long, sprint hosted in collaboration by the two clubs.

c. Website

i. IT Coordinator Follow-up 

ii. Communications Committee for website, newsletter, email list proposals

iii. Carpooling to Meets-How to make contact?

iv. All three topics are covered by the following—committee of Patrick, Bob, Peter and Debbie.  We know that we need a content management system (Peter has some experience  with Drupel, Eric is using it for Mergeo) next is information architecture (have that, the different areas that we need and where do things "live" ), next is to create a couple of designs that make it possible, then put it in Drupel. With a content management system, some one fills out an online form, click publish and it goes on the web. 

d. Meets

i. Interscholastics Report--The kids did great, in particular some good results from the Spencer twins and Victoria Albright, all in JV.

ii. Meets for Urban O -- Farrell McWhirter on Mon, Lynndale Tue, Wed Luther Burbank, Thur street scramble.  Mike got a request from Nicolay that the 4th day would be a chase start. Nixed, this is a fun event, but there probably would only be about 3 people who would make all the meets to be considered for a chase start.  Nicolay and Petris can figure out their own chase start. Eric would like to do a Madrona map, okay. It might be like Seward Park was, part controls and part trivia. Ok from board for that to be for Thursday.

iii. Urban O Meet Director -- it would be really nice if we had one person to do this if only because of the equipment. (except for Wednesday which is SAMM) All manual punch events. Jim gets back Monday. August 3, 4, 6. Jim will do courses at Lynndale, two courses, double loop for advanced, one loop for beginners.(map exchange, classic format except for the length). Eric will do courses at Madrona street scramble + score O. Sprint at Farrell McWhirter. Registration and starts are 5 to 7. Scramble will have two starts, 6 and 7. Most will finish by 8.

iv. Map Orders for Meets (ordering in advance as we did for St. Edward) this is one reason we have an after event report. We don't want to discourage people, but in this case Debbie wouldn't have known the numbers if she hadn't asked for replies. 

v. MoboGoGlobo $964 Net, Jana sent Jim times put in by the volunteers, they got 1 segment = $7.25 = 10 minutes. COC paid out $1800 top ten varsity, $1008 ($42/person) to every one else. 14 participants helped with Mobogoglobo.

e. Funding Issues

i. Increase of Meet fees/USOF fee increase and Club membership fees—Committee -- got feed back, the proposal coming into the April meeting was: reduced the increase to $1, no run free, there will be fast pass, with a membership we have your epunch #, drop an envelope at registration, finish should be less congested.  -- Jim has counts on how many are not renewing. Jim hasn't seen a lot of new members this year. We talked about increasing our fees in Sept. … long discussion of whether people will join if they have to buy an epunch. (Debbie) We want to encourage people to become members so that it will be easier to register. Bob -- It would separate the people in categories of with questions and not. We would be serving them better. Eric -- Is this going to make the situation any worse? Debbie and Jana -- would this deter people from becoming members because we are making them buy an epunch. (with families this could make a difference) --- so modify the idea, basic membership would be a minor discount on the fees, If you have an  epunch you can do a fast pass registration. This would do away with the second bullet on the file that Jim sent to board with Agenda. What is the benefit of being a member? You get a cheaper fee. Patrick proposes that we subsidize epunches for purchase and rent for a buck more. We will discuss this more next meeting.
f. Equipment Issues

i. New shelter -- yes the blue and green ones were destroyed, we have a white one and a green one. We do need to get a new shelter. Jana said there is one at Costco for $250. The white one is now $480 if we buy another one. We don't need to do this right away, but will need it by fall. Will this be enough for PNWOF? Sally will think on this, quickly.

g. Miscellaneous

i. Environmental Impact Study for Salmon la Sac--Mike has written to CWU and has not heard back

h. WIOL meets

i. Marymoor Park from SAMM

ii. Sammamish State Park from SAMM

iii. Dash Point for Champs, Jim work with Eric to put starts and finish at top.

iv. Magnuson

v. N. Seatac

vi. UW

vii. Fire Mountain

viii. Priest Point

ix. Ft. Steilacoom

6. Events:

a. April 1—Ultimate O #2-St. Edward Score O MD: Debbie N, CS: Kean W

b. April 24 Friday—Salt Water State Park Earth Day 10-2

c. May 2—Ultimate O #3 & #4-Titlow Park Sprint/Relay—MD: Sally D, CS: Jim S  We have some problems with trying to run the sprint and the relay at the same time, we probably aren't going to get all that many. We will probably have "one" relay start. Each team will be assigned four sticks. (assuming that they run the sprint first and use their own stick for that.) Sequential mass start because they do have to punch the start box. Debbie will think about this to see if she has a better idea.

d. May 14th Scout Activity in Kirkland 7:30pm Can any one help with this? Thursday it's for older scouts, 14 to 21yrs. You would take the display boards. It is at the Rose Hill LDS building. Patrick, Debbie, Harvey might be able to do it. They will get back to Jim. Bring Street Scramble and SAMM schedules.

e. July 25—Lord Hill Adventure Race—MD: Debbie N, Dave will do course setting

f. July 26—Ultimate O #5-Lord Hill Classic O—MD: Debbie N, CS Dave will do it if not one else is available

7. New Business Patrick Mergeo is having their volunteer appreciation event. COC volunteers could come as well, for those who have earned past a certain amount (10 points?). Woodland Park, it will be an O event July 12 in the evening. COC could chip in some amount for "our" volunteers. Patrick will get more details.

8. Coordinator Reports

a. Equipment:  Gina

b. Events:  Debbie

c. Land Permission: Kathy

d. Mapping:  Peter

e. Membership:  Jim

f. Newsletter:  Anna

g. Publicity:  Terry

h. Training:  Eric

9. Action Items:

a. Audit—Sally contact Robert Miller, two who have audited before are Anne York and Glenn Rogers.

b. OCAD 10 evaluation—Bill and Eric

c. Meet Fees—Committee

d. Website—Committee

e. Contact Dale Width—Harvey, sent an email and he didn't reply.

10. Next Meetings:  May 27 Wednesday.

11. Adjournment 9:57pm

Mike's report from the reconnaissance trip to Eastern Washington. 

-----Original Message-----

From: cascadeoc-board@yahoogroups.com [mailto:cascadeoc-board@yahoogroups.com]On Behalf Of Mike Schuh

Sent: Friday, April 10, 2009 4:47 AM

To: Cascade OC BOD list

Cc: John Beck; John Harbuck

Subject: [cascadeoc-board] 2010 venues field trip report

Bored,

On Saturday, April 11th, Don Atkinson, Patrick Nuss, and I visited four

sites in eastern Washington to evaluate them as potential orienteering

venues. In particular, we considered them as candidate locations for a

Middle Distance championship event.

The four areas, in the order we visited them:

Pot Holes/Moses Lake (47.073,-119.340)

Crab Creek (47.293,-118.204)

Sprague/Hercules Ranch (47.295,-118.003)

Escure Ranch (47.014,-117.945)

(The lat/lon values are where we parked, except for Crab Creek; see below.)

The last three areas are relatively close to Sprague - which is about an

hour east of Moses Lake.

Topographic maps of these areas can be viewed on line via

http://terraserver.microsoft.com/ and other sources. All of the areas are

mapped with 10 foot contours, except Pot Holes - the flattest area - which

has 20 foot contours (go figure).

Pot Holes is sand dunes, while the other areas are eroded scab land

(similar to Fishtrap Lake - but without the trees) (or the lake).

Pot Holes

We met with one of Grant County's "ORV Deputies" who said that he didn't see a problem with us using the "Yellow Zone", but that we would need to check with the Fish & Wildlife folks. He also mentioned that an area to the northwest of the below described "Red Zone" had been used for navigation training by various governmental agencies. The main area that Eric identified divides into three sections, which have a common corner near the southern tip of Moses Lake (the lake, not the town). Southeast of this intersection is the main ORV area, which is open to ORV use year round

- and is largely devoid of vegetation (gosh, wonder why?). We do not, repeat, DO NOT, want to use the ORV area! Extending west from the common corner is a power line and beneath it the cleverly (but descriptively) named "Powerline Trail". The "Yellow Zone" is south of this trail; to the north is the "Red Zone". The former is closed to ORVs from October 1st to July 1st, but open for hiking year round; the latter is open for hiking year round, but never for ORVs. We checked out the "Yellow Zone", and Patrick ventured a ways into the "Red Zone". There is a dense trail network in the "Yellow Zone", but almost nothing in the "Red Zone"; the amounts of garbage/litter and ground cover vegetation seem to correlate with the number of trails. Both sections are otherwise similar in

topography and vegetation.

Crab Creek

First, a comment on the name. Crab Creek is very long, flowing from a bit west of Spokane across much of eastern Washington, through Moses Lake and Pot Holes Reservoir, and finally draining into the Columbia River a few miles below Vantage. Identifying this venue as "Crab Creek" would not be very specific. At the western side of the area that Eric suggested, there is a lonely, almost forlorn, kiosk with a map of the vicinity. It had the names "Rocky Ford" and "Goose Butte" on it. "Rocky Ford Bridge" is about 8 miles west of the area we looked at; I have yet to locate "Goose Butte". After we left the area, Patrick started referring to it as "Crabby Goose".

This is the most detailed of the four areas, containing numerous depressions. There were horses grazing in flat area along the road in the northeastern section. The dirt road leading into the area enters an "arena" (my word, as Jim might guess), a rectangular shaped flat area, about 100m by 400m, surrounded by 60 foot high cliffs (the lat/lon coordinates are for here; we parked out on the main road). There is a power line across the southeastern corner, and couple of dirt track roads, a couple of fences, and naught else. It's very quiet, especially in comparison to the ORV area.

After Crabby Goose, we had lunch at the Viking Restaurant in Sprague

(decent burgers, good fries, nice service) where we chatted briefly with

John Harbuck. He had just been out on the Hercules Ranch property and gave us some suggestions as to areas to check out.

Hercules Ranch

The area we looked at is west of the BLM land that Eric identified. It is

bounded on the northwest by a paved county road and is visible from I-90 just west of Sprague. The western portion of the area is the most

detailed. There are a few dirt track roads and very few fences. Close to

where we parked there was a large storage area of hay and nearby were a

handful of old trucks - and some garbage (mostly, discarded farm

equipment). Beyond the detailed western part, the area has a feeling of

openness on a grand scale. There is an upper, mostly grassy, level, which

is cut by several canyons, which typically are less than 50 feet deep.

Escure Ranch

Huge. Compared to the other areas, the Escure Ranch area is very large.

We were there for nearly two hours, but scarcely made it halfway across the area from east to west - and it is nearly twice as long north to south.

The scale of the topography is also large. From where we parked ("Ranch

House" on Rock Creek, near the eastern edge of the area), there is about

200 feet of climb to the highest buttes in the near vicinity. The view

downstream from the parking area includes a 170 foot high cliff. Most of

the detailed areas are near the creek, and include depressions as much as

30 or 40 feet deep (and numerous cliffs at least that high). One section

of the area is east of Rock Creek, but large enough for Middle Distance

courses; however, this area is difficult to get to. We were at Escure just

before sunset, and the place is positively beautiful.

As we drove home, we came up with the following list of Pros and Cons for

each area. Common concerns are heat (lack of shade, and the general

eastern Washington climate in June) and distance from Seattle.

Pot Holes/Moses Lake

Pro:

buy in from sheriff (and DFW?)

close to town with hotels

closest to Seattle

no land use fee

good terrain for beginners' courses

ample parking

not much vertical relief (least of the areas)

easiest to map (from a technical standpoint)

good access from I-90

ideal for Middle Distance events

Con:

ORV noise and dust

some garbage (in Yellow Zone)

unknown and variable water levels

thickest vegetation of the four areas (but still not bad)

farthest from Fishtrap/Spokane

might be very humid due to the proximity of Pot Holes Reservoir

Crabby Goose

Pro:

*awesome* terrain

not much vertical relief

awesome "arena" - opportunity for creating a memorable finish area

no vegetation to worry about

map will last "forever" if mapped well

ideal for Middle Distance events

quiet area

Con:

BLM fees

horses?

designing beginners' courses might be difficult

not close to accommodations

hard to map accurately - tough to get it right

no obvious off site parking

Hercules Ranch

Pro:

not excessive relief (but more than first two venues)

good terrain

not too far from the Viking Restaurant in Sprague

positive land owner, no fees

OK for beginners courses

big enough for two days of courses?

Con:

not as feature dense as Crabby Goose

garbage dump (minor concern, but an esthetic issue)

parking might be an issue - no obvious off site parking

perhaps best suited for a Classic or Long Distance event

Escure Ranch

Pro:

beautiful area

possibility for camping on site? (BYOW)

nirvana for folks who get turned on by the use of galvanized corrugated

sheet metal as a building material

good for a ROGAINE - very large area

Con:

BLM fees

long ways from *anywhere* (about an hour from either Sprague or Ritzville)

most fences to cross

river crossing if using entire property (minor issue)

has most vertical relief

generally sparse detail except near river

I don't recall that we came up with a specific recommendation, but I think

this is close to our consensus: Of these areas, use either Crabby Goose or

Pot Holes for the Middle Distance Championship next year. Hercules Ranch would be a good project for EWOC, and perhaps a suitable venue for a two day A meet in the near future. Escure Ranch lends itself to a ROGAINE of some sort, perhaps including adjacent private land, and this would be a good first use of the area. Later, we can map those portions we like for orienteering.

We spent about 19 hours altogether, traveling approximately 550 miles. Our running/jogging/walking in the terrain totaled about 5 1/2 hours.

We have photos and some videos that maybe we'll collect in some organized manner for y'all to see ...

I thank Patrick and Don for taking part in this expedition, and especially

thank Patrick for doing all of the driving.

-- 

Mike Schuh - Seattle, Washington USA

http://www.farmdale.com

